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Locations in Space 

ÅThe fundamental ideas of economic 

geography began with Von Thunen who 

explained land use patterns in terms of the 

transport costs from a central place or 

market. Here we could read ñMelbourneò 

for example.
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Von Thunen ïexplaining  

agricultural patterns 

High value ïneed to be 

Near market ïmarket-gardens

Medium value ïrequires

More space, perhaps corn/

Apples- fruits  

Lower value ïperhaps wheat

Lots of acreage
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The impact of transport  

High value ïneed to be 

Near market ïmarket-gardens

Medium value ïrequires

More space, perhaps corn/

Apples- fruits  

Lower value ïperhaps wheat

Lots of acreage
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Christaller 

Central Place Theory 

Melbourne 

Sydney 

Albury/Wodonga

Shepparton
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Weber Industrial Location

Alfred Weber 
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Markets and Transport Costs 

Total

Costs $

Production

Costs

Transport

Costs 

Market A                       Market B 
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Harold Hotelling and 

Ice Creams on Jonesôs  Beach  

Assume beach goers uniformly distributed along the beach and indifferent 

to the ice cream types 


